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SERMON! | outside is calculated to elevate the mind—where the means of chaunting are 


~Preached by the Rev. the Chief Rabbi, on Thursday, 19th Elul, 5612, on 


the occasion of the Consecration of the Great Synagogue. 


My dear Brethren,—With feclings of reverence and gladness, I bid you’ 


welcome in this holy place, which you have restored for the worship of the 
only living and true God of Israel. 


anywhere. And we come to-day, for the first time, to see again our chosen 


place of worship, richer, nobler, brighter than before, to see how the glory of © 


the present is greater than that of the past ; we come to admire the exertions of 
the managers, the taste of the artificers, and—like the inhabitants of Palestine, 


who brought the firstlings of their fruits to Jerusalem, put them into their — 


splendid baskets, and with shouting and thanksgiving entered the holy city— 


so we come to-day to bring our first Hallelujahs to the Lord of praise, to — 


thank Him that He has abundantly given success to our labours, established 


the work of our hands, and allowed His beauty to be upon it. However 
great the joy may be which you feel to see your house of God in its new 


splendour and beauty, it becomes men, thinking men, to reflect, and to know 
what it really is which excites and brings forth this joy. True, there may be 
some who have no other interest in their coming than to see the edifice in 


its new vesture ; but we may not, we cannot, believe that to the majority it | 


is only the outside, nothing but the show and glitter, which produces the 
attachment to this sacred spot. There must be something of greater and 
higher purpose which forms the attraction to this place. What is it, it may 
be asked, that makes this edifice so profoundly interesting to you? 

To answer that question, we call your attention to the following words of 
the Sith Psalm (1—3): ‘‘ How amiable are thy dwellings, O Lord of hosts ! 


My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth, for the courts of the Lord ; my heart | 
and my flesh shout for the living God. The sparrow has found a house, and 
the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young, even so thine | 


altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God !” 


_ A-holy Psalmist, who had been for some time prevented from attending | 
the house of God, depicts in our text his feelings towards the temple. 
His burning desire to walk with the multitude to the altar of God, whose | 


value increased in proportion to his long privation, brings before his mind 
whatsoever rendered the dwelling of God attractive and important to him. 


If we, my dear brethren, reflect, we find that Ais reasons are ours, and there- — 
fore his promises ought to be ours. Let us specify them, take them to our 


heart, and may the Lord grant His blessings thereto! | 2 
I. The first source of attraction to this house is the pious retreat which it 
affords. God does not want the house, but it is we who want it. He needs 
not the temple of wood and stone; all nature is His temple. The stars give 
Him praise, the mountains are [is altars, and all His works declare His 
glory. When once acertain sage was praising the Lord, and a butterfly 


interrupted the preacher, his congregation chased it away ; but he exclaimed, | 


“Let it alone; it is praising the Lord better than myself.” It is we who 


- need the temple, for in whatever situation man may be placed, he feels a | 


necessity, as strong as that by which his lungs breathe and his blood cir- 
culates, to retire, to commune with his own heart, and to ponder the path of 
his feet. And this natural urgence is of great importance. In the heat and 
- bustle of life, in the wide sca of business and pleasure around him, he would 
lose chart and compass, direction and loadstar, did he not step aside, and 
examine with sober and steady eye what is right or wrong, wise or foolish— 
did he not look back on the past and forward to the future—in a word, did 
he not go into the house of God to pray; which is, in Hebrew, “ judging” 
_ what he can be and ought to be on earth, and what he must be in eternity. 
Say not the Israelite may do soat home, and does it rather with more advantage 
at home: you are mistaken. Our text says, “ heart and flesh will shout for 
the living God ;” soul and body, mind and senses, both require to be engaged, 
_ but at home either the one or the other is unawakened—remains lifeless and 
inert. Experience teaches, that he who begins to neglect public worship, at 
first uses private worship every day, then every week, then every month, and 
at last it is reduced toyears. The world, with its incessant desires, wishes, 
and claims, keeps him in such a perpetual spiritual intoxication, that even 
a moment’s Ew retirement is scarcely left. Even the swallow, sings our 
psalmist, seeks a nest ; even the poor bird, chased and hunted throughout the 
day by wind and storm, by hunger and fatigue, follows its instipct, and strives 
after a resting-place to regain its strength. Should man alone, born for a 
higher destiny, for a better world, wilfully suppress that inward desire, that 
internal inclination, which nature has so kindly bestowed upon him? No; 
you will agree with us, that a place like this, where the ample and beautiful 


' We have endeavoured, as near as possible, to place before our readers a verbatim 


report of this excellent sermon of our respected Chief Rabbi. 


Thre. months and upwards we have — 
been separated from this edifice ; we have been asa scattered flock, of whom © 


some went hither and thither, and some have not enjoyed public worship — 


| adapted to excite and sustain devotion—where, from time to time, instruc- 
| tton is given on the higher subjects of our holy faith—where many things 


concur to make the worshipper exclaim, ™ “xwm “ A better spirit elevates 
me” (Ezek. iii. 12)—that such a place is more qualified for our intercourse 
with God than any private room, more fitted for the diffusion of a holy calm 


_ over our heart, so that the load of mortality loses its weight, and the tumult 
of the world becomes like the noise of distant waters, whose sound we hear, 


whose course we trace, but whose waves touch us not. 

The second source of attraction is, that it is the place of our parents and 
children. Man feels a predilection for that place where his parents have 
worshipped the Lord. Our father of old exclaimed, according to the Talmud, 
“Is it right that I should have passed the place where my parents have sent 
up their prayers, without kneeling down myself? He returned.” And natu- 
rally so. Man feels the propriety of following the paths of his parents, feels 


truth sax He is my God, I will adore Him; 

_ Iny father’s God, I will exalt Him” (Exod.xv.2). Man desires to stand on — 
the same ground where his parents have poured out their supplications to 

God, where he himself might have been the very object of their entreaty in 


his infancy or his childhood, in his illness or his recovery. And this feeling 


touches and affects the chords of hisheart. 
Again, this very reason produces another desire that his children may also 
prefer, and attend the very place which he himself has chosen to invoke the — 


Lord of the Universe. Although he himself may be indifferent to the attend- 
ance of the temple, he feels the truth that his children, who still walk in 
innocency, and want so urgently care, solicitude, guidance, and instruction by 


| living examples, would ultimately lose all reference to God, would forget 
|} Israel's days of joy and of mourning, forsake all the connection of the past 


with the future, did they not go to the courts of the Lord. Even the sparrow, 
sings our psalmist, strives to find that house already known to her from her 


vouth. Even the swallow builds a nest where she may lay her young ones, 
she may find refuge on every leaf, every twig can afford her a resting-place, | 


but on behalf of her young ones she wants a nest, for they would perish in 


the heat of the day or the frost of the night; in the nest her brood is 


sheltered and protected—and so is the altar of God. Such blessing does ruts 
house of God afford to you. 


have lifted up their prayers unto their God—it is more—it is the very ground 


where the first assembly of your forefathers, coming from the East, took | 


place. You know that two centuries ago, when Menasheh Ben Israel 


attained his important purpose; it was here, shortly after their Spanish - 
| brethren had settled, that our forefathers publicly met, and called upon the 


living God,of Israel.!' It was here where our brethren formed the tree, and 
only, in the course of time, multiplied into branches which separated them- 
selves. And this very reason gives us hope, that when now in the vicissi- 
tudes of life, urgent necessity requires another departure from this tree, the 
former predilection for the mother synagogue will not die away nor cease 
entirely, but remain in its vivacity, freshness, and warmth. a 
II. lf£we are convinced that the house of God is of value for ourselves and 
our children, then we must not forget that these advantages are only attain- 
able by the accomplishment of those promises, which the psalmist exhibits. 
They are attained first by our better attendance. Our soul must long vehe- 
mently to see the courts of God. “The stork in the heaven,” saith the Lord, 
“knoweth her appointed times ; and the turtle and the crane and the swallow 
observe the time of their coming” (Jeremiah viii. 7). When it grows cold 


they seek a warm climate, knowing that in the cold air they would breathe — 


out their little life; and should the people of Israel neglect the time of their 


appearance? While we see them flocking to places of amusement, the — 


synagogues, where their spiritual hunger and thirst may be appeased and 
quenched, are, on the whole, badly attended. How seldom does the 
daughter of Israel, whose heart ought to throb for the living God, cross 
their threshhold? You say that distance is the cause, distance is the 
great interferer, why then do not those appear who live in the immediate 
neighbourhood thereof? Would our synagogues not be crammed if they 
felt a desire for the altar of God? If the distance were the only cause, 
why does it cost so much exertion before another house of God is built. 
of a magic power, the new temple with the . 
You wrwy? Who of Israel can build it?” We 
answer in the words of the Lord— ; 


« Even one, one among Israel could do it, if his heart only ingelet hia 
thereto.” Was nat thee very house reared up by one, one alone If leading 


The first 1, and 
! The first German Synagogue was built in Duke’s-place in the year 5451, an 
occupied until 5550, when the present edifice wes erected, : 


Not only is it the spot, where your parents — 
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men would more often attend the abode of God, if women of Israel, women of 
influence would indace their household to come hither, jit would like in other 
laudable instances grow into a habit, into a holy custom, generally imitated. 


The advantages are secondly attained by a spirit .of devotion »which must 
continue. We cannot deny that our service has much improved in order | 


and decorum, but much remains to be desired. ‘ Heart and flesh must shout 
towards the living God.” Word and meaning are the flesh and the heart, the 
body and the soul of prayer; we cannot dispense with the words, they are 
the instruments, the promoters, which raise our hearts towards the supreme 


being. Our worship would be stagnant and dead, were we not sometimes 


allowed to join our voice in praising the living God—but we must not go to 


the other extreme to raise our voice unsuitably. When Elias stood on the 


mountain, ‘a great and strong wind rent the mountains... but the Lord was 
not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the Lord was not in the 
earthquake ; after the earthquake a fire; but the Lord was not in the fire; but 


after the fire a still small inaudible voice ;” and there, there alone was the Lord 


(1 Kings xix. 2). The heart must feel and the lip utter, the mind reflect and 


the eye shed tears, but always our feelings and affections must go along with | 


the prayers. And a devout and respectful behaviour is the least we may 
expect, the mind must shine through the veil of flesh, and express its reli- 
gious disposition. 
class of attendants, that they entertain themselves with worldly subjects, we 


have reason to suspect that the importance of prayer, to which a tongue of 


fear should give utterance, is not felt at all— 
“« He that formeth the mountains, and createth the wind [the agencies and con- 


ductors of thesound and the echo], declareth unto man what is hisword” (Amos 


iv. 13), to which our sages add 1 He will make man 
responsible even for his petty talk.”’ “ Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not 
thine heart be hasty to utter anything before God: for God is in heaven, and 
thou upon earth: therefore let thy words (7727) be few (Eccl. v.2). Say not 


the indifference is often caused by the quantity of prayers. No, it cannot be 


the causeas with the exception of 921 Msn (daily ritual) ample freedom is given 
to the individual to recite with fervent attention, only those prayers which 
suit his knowledge and inclination. Besides, experience teaches in other 


countries, that the very, men who prevailed in the curtailment of the prayers, | 
were the very first who got tired ofthe remnant, and discontinued it entirely. We 


say, lastly, a continual spirit of devotion is necessary, which should accom- 
pany the worshipper from the house of God into domestic life. You know 
yoR: oy wird xax xdn (Job vii. 1) that man is struggling on earth; that our 


whole life is but a chain of opposed powers, of struggles between heart and |} 
flesh, soul and body, heavenly and. earthly desires, intentions and .accom- 
plishments, duties and pleasures ; it is a war between life and darkness, truth — 


and error, virtue and vice, but ‘252 The Lord of Hosts,” 


says the Psalmist, “is my king and my God,” Te is above all those conflicts, — 
he is the mediator of all oppositions. It is He, as we say in our evening ~ 
_ prayer— | 


“It is He who causes the light to recede from before darkness, and darkness — 


from before light. . . . The Lord of Hosts is his name.” Therefore we must 
not be humble here and proud out of doors ; reconciling here and obstinate at 


home; peaceable here and quarrelsome elsewhere ; full of love during our | 


prayers, and full of hatred during “our pursuits ; an angel here and a brute 


afterwards ; but we must strive with all our power to suppress those divi- — 
sions, to bring those conflicts to subjection, to preserve and maintain the — 
good affections we have gained here, we must strive not to leave the house of | 
God without bringing something home, to be and remain better men, better 


Israelites, better husbands, better wives, better parents, and better children ; 


in one word strive that heart and flesh may join in friendly concert, and shout | 
towards the living God of Israel, then and then alone this beautiful edifice 


will achieve its godly design, attain its great and sacred purpose, then and 


then alone we may exclaim “ How pleasant is thy dwelling, O Lord of | 
Hosts.” With these intentions let us consecrate anew this holy edifice, and 


raise our prayer to God. 
PRAYER. 


- Lord God of Hosts ! Thou art greatly to he feared at the assembly of thy | 


saints! Thou hast created the world with wisdom, placed man amidst it, 
crowned him with a soul, and given him permission to approach Thee in Thy 
sanctuary, and to. call upon Thee in truth and sincerity. However, when 
for the sins of our parents we lost both temples on the corresponding day of 
the year, when Thy glory departed from Israel and we had neither priests 
nor altars, nor sacrifices nor incenses—in Thy mercy ‘didst Thou yet allow 


us to have vy vp a small sanctuary to bring praises instead of sacrifices. 


Our parents, few in number, driven to this happy. country, built this edifice, 
and ‘Thou hast shielded and protected it for more than half a century. To 
Thy honour it was now repaired and brought to the present accomplish- 
ment. But what is man’s work without Thy help, Thy support? Deign 
therefore to shield and shelter it again—remove from it all dangers, perils and 
profanations, and let Thine eyes be open upon it by day and by night. Be 
nigh unto him, whosoever may come hither, young or old, poor or rich, high 
or low. When the blessed man offers his thanks for Thy benefit; or the 


_ sufferer wishes to overcome his grief and sorrow; when the mourner lifts up 


his hand to find comfort and consolation; or the repentant sinner his heart, to 
grant him Thy word of pardon : look down upon them with the eyes of Thy 
mercy, and lighten their burdens. When a child is born, and its parents 
pour out their soul for its prosperity, grant them their petition ; when the son 


- will devote himself to Thy law and promises, to refrain his foot from erring 


paths, lead, O God, his goings, and suffer not his feet to be moved. When 


marriage 1s to be solemnised here, and the betrothed promise sacred vows, 


listen to them, and grant that the wife be a fruitful vine by the side of her 
house. When Thy children go down to the sea, or return and have seen 


Thy wonders in the deep, accept mercifully their sacrifices. When children | 


on the day of mourning recollect their parents’ piety, care and solicitude, 
hear the prayers of the living for the dead, and let them see light in Thy 
light. And when the stranger of another faith cometh here, and sendeth up 
his prayer, do unto him according to all that he calleth upon Thee. 

Grant, O Father, that the year which we are approaching may be to all 
mankind, and especially to this favoured country, a year of peace, of abun- 


dance, and of health, And let Thy gracious favour remember Israel's 
salvation ! 


Almighty God! Look down upon our whole community! Grant that all _ 


Congregations may prosper and flourish, that Thy spirit, which is the spirit 
of peace and concord, may unite them closer and closer, that they may have 
lh purpose, aim and end, to glorify Thy name and the name of Israel. 
= . that that spirit may be visible in the increase of piety, in the advance- 

nt of knowledge, in the purity of manners, and in the love to their country. 


If we sce that a vein of indifference runs through a | 


will not despise.” 


{ 


Father of reward! Remember mercifully him who has 
charitable gift for the repair of this house. Remember the vio “Shey 
dens and Officers, the guides and the leaders, reward their exertions with 7 
sweet consciousness of having been blessed instruments in Th on ary 
Shower down Thy blessings on all who have supported this edifice 4 an 
advice, talent, counsel or labour, time or influence. Grant that 4 4 
and children may often shout here with flesh and heart towards Thee a 
living God, and may long enjoy the happiness of attending this thine altar. 
until the bird of Israel finds his nest within the gates of Zion, and The 
palace be there built on justice and righteousness, and every | ) 


one that ; 
written among the living be in Jerusalem Thy holy city. Amen}! tetas 


ANNO MUNDI 5613. 
Happy the man who forgets Thee not, 

And the son of clay who strengthens himselfin Thee; 

For those who seek Thee shall never stumble, 

Nor those who confide in Thee ever be ashamed. | 
3 Liturgy for the New Year. 
ANoTuer year has rolled down the tide of time, and its days are as 
drops in the ocean of eternity. Eternity! That word thrills through 
every fibre of our heart, and strikes awe into our soul. What have we 
done in the year that is past’ Wave we counted its days—365 jn 
number, with their daily duties—to become wiser and better? Haya 
we become wiser and better? Liave we become more attached in loye 


to our Heavenly Father, and to our fellow-men on earth? Have we 
made His holy law our unerring guide in our pilgrimage towards eter. — 


nitv, and have we conscientiously fulfilled our duties towards mankind 
our brethren? And if we have not, let us pause on the threshold of 
the new year, that opens upon us, and apply the short moments that 
stand as a land-mark between the year which closes upon us, and the 
year that is ushered in, and search our past life, and if we find that we 
have been wanting in our duties towards God and our fellow-men, let 
us, with a penitent heart, form new resolutions, and strengthen our- 
selves in the Lord, to become better men in the year to come. On the 
first day of Tishri our sages say, the world hadi been created. It went 
forth perfect out of the hand of the Creator ; 5613 years have elapsed, 
and the world, the universe, stands there in its pristine perfection. 
Man, the masterpiece of creation, was created innocent, and therefore 


heart, and his purity. God in His infinite mercy showed him the way 
to regain his innocency and purity, and to enter, through death, eternal 
life. Have we followed the path that leads to life? If we have not, 
let us seize upon the approaching days of awful import, to become new 


creatures, to relinquish the path of guilt and vice, and enter the new 
year with a firm will and a strong heart, to mend our past life. Let us 


not forget God, but let us strengthen ourselves in Him. He has pro- 
mised us His support. The approaching days are called }7 DY when 
God sits in judgment to weigh our actions. He is a strong and inexo- 
rable judge, but tempereth justice with mercy. He held out pardon 


| and forgiveness to the sinner, who forsakes his iniquitous ways, and 
returns to the path of virtue. If we have lost sight in the past year, — 


of our eternal goal, if we have forgotten Him, who loveth all his chil- 


dren alike, and who “ desires not the death of the sinner,”’ let us repent. 
and begin a new life in the new year. His support from on high will 
not fail us, if we strengthen ourselves in Him. Let us seek Him, 

when He will be found, let us call on Him, when he is nigh.” The — 
approaching season brings God near to us, if we come nigh unto Him. | 


Let us, therefore, strengthen ourselves in Him, and trust in Him, for 
those who seek Him, shall not for ever stumble, and those who confide 
in Him, shall not be ashamed in eternity M22. | 


He will remember us on “the day of memorial,” })7217 01; let us. 
also remember Him. 


We must remember and not forget, that in the 
“ten penitential days” MY, our fate for the ensuing year is sealed. Let 
us turn unto him with a penitent heart. ‘* A humble and contrite heart 


Altar of the Lord—Obedience, like that of the son of Abraham, the 


son of promise, who willingly rendered up his life in obedience to the — 


will of his Father in heaven. Let us vemember and return unto God, 
when we hear the sound of the trumpet 751, as he has promised to re- 
member us, through the sound of the trumpet. ‘And in the days of 


your rejoicings, your solemn feasts and new moons, ye shall blow with 


. the trumpets, etc., that they may be a memorial for you before your 


God.” ‘The sound of the trumpet shall also raise us from our lethargy, 
that we may listen and prepare ourselves to meet our God on the 
day, when he metes out to every man according to his ways, and the 
fruit of his works. Let us on this day of judgment, pray to God of 


life and death, that he may avert the stern sentence, which we have’ 


called down upon us by our perverseness and backslidings. Let us en- 
treat the Lord, to grant us life, the blessings of peace and plenty to us 


and all mankind. Let us invoke His mercy, to keep off from our happy 


country the pestilence, the scourge, which in other countries snatches 
the husband from the wife, the father from his children, the sucking 
babe from his mother’s breast, and the brother from his sister. May 
he keep His father-arm over us, and protect us; and let us pray; that 
he may arrest this angel of death, and that the plague be stayed. 

The sound of the “vv shall also call to our mind the great event 


which we lock forward with intense solicitude—the final ingathering of 


Israel, as the inspired seer exclaimed, “ And it shall come to pass a 
that day, the great trumpet shall be sounded, and those shall come wh° 
are lost amidst the land of Assyria, and dispersed in the land of Egypt; 
and they shall worship the Lord in the holy mountain, even In Jerusalem 
(Isaiah xxvii. 13). It shall also remind us of and strengthen us 1D our 
belief in the resurrection of the dead. ) | 


perfect. He corrupted himself, and fell. He lost his innoceney of - 


Obedience is an acceptable sacrifice on the 
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Let us, therefore, hear in the sound of the “Si, an admonition to 
search our heart, to mend our past life, and to enter the New Year with 
the firm resolution to be the children of God, by obedience to His will, 
by our love for virtue and mankind in general. Let us not neglect this 
summons, lest we bring upon us the visitation which the prophet has 
predicted: “For whosoever heareth the sound of the trumpet, and 
taketh not warning; if the sword come and take him away, his blood 
shall be upon his own head. He heard the sound of the trumpet, and 
took not. warning, his blood shall be upon him. But he that taketh 
warning shall deliver his soul” (Ezekiel xxxvii. 4, 5). 

May the year which we approach be a year of peace and happiness, 
of life and plenty. May men learn to live in amity and concord, and 
brotherly love. May hatred and enmity be banished from earth, and 
goodwill reign among men. May our readers, and all that read the 
great book of life aright, enjoy a year of health and happiness, and the 


fulness of the goodness of Him who is the Father of all mankind. 


THE ETHICS OF THE FATHERS. 


Translated from the German of Dr. L. Adler, Chief Rabbi of IIesse-Cassel. | 


Section .—Misana 1. 
(Continued from page 378.) 

‘« Be cautious in decision.”——Through the synagogue, the law, i.e., 
the precepts contained therein, shall be carried into practice. ‘It is the 
office of the teachers of the synagogue to ascertain the proper meaning 
of the letter of the law, and, by being the exponents of the law, become 
the leaders and guides of the people. The first and fundamental prin- 
ciple is, therefore, that the decision, or the interpretation and exposition, 
must be according to the true and proper meaning of the law. The 
teacher of the synagogue must therefore decide with caution and cir- 
cumspection. It is not his person who can claim the right of decision, 
but his aptitude in expounding the law ; he must therefore seek with all 
diligence to ascertain always the proper meaning, and he must not, in 
order to show his own wisdom, determine and decide precipitately. The 
Jalkut (p. 259 a) puts these words in the mouth of Moses: “I com- 
-manded your judges, and said unto them, ‘ Be cautious in judgment (in 

the decision). Ifa case should come before you twice or three times, do 
not say, “ This case is familiar to me; I have had it before, and need 
not ponder over it again;” but be cautious (or diligent).’’’ The word 


may also be rendered strong: ‘ Be strong in. decision; strong 


mind and firm in will; teach and decide in accordance with your con- 
viction, without fear, regardless of any influence from without. In the 
explanation of the word }4, I have hitherto adopted the more general 
_ sense of the word, namely, to form an opinion by private judement, and 
to decide. In the more limited sense of the word, it applies to the 
— judicial verdict and the judicial authority. 
the synagogue were in those times, and in subsequent ages, down to our 
times, also the tribunals of the synagogue, who could summons any 
_ offender before their tribunal who acted counter to religious laws and 

precepts. In this adoption of the sense, the passage, ‘‘ Be cautious (or 
strong) in judgment,” must be understood as follows: Be not lukewarm 
or indifferent, but abstain likewise from arbitrary measures, and abuse 
not the powers you possess in matters of religion for selfish purposes. 


_ The respect due to religion, as well as the religious standard of its pro- 


_ fessors, depend in a great measure on the teachers of the synagogue, 
and the manner they inculcate the precepts which the synagogue teaches. 
If they be guilty of abuses—be either over-zealous or partial—then the 
synagogue not only loses its influence and respect, but religion itself 
becomes thereby degraded, and loses its: hold on its professors. But, 
above all, be diligent in administering right and justice (the Chaldaic }°5 

is synonymous with the Hebrew D512); act righteously, and cause 
others to do so likewise. The essence of religion is right and justice. 

_ These constitute the spirit of religious life, and must therefore be of the 
highest moment to you (comp., also, the last Mishna of this section). 

up many pupils. —The synagogue is, moreover, charged with 
the propagation of the law, i.e. to teach it and make its contents gene- 

Tally known. It was not only incumbent upon the teachers of the 

_ Synagogue to expound the law, to determine its efficacy, and to decide 

in accordance to it, but also to teach it. The leading principle of the 
men of the great synagogue, and which is so essentially necessary for 
the welfare and maintenance of the synagogue, is, to train up as many 
pupils as possible, to diffuse knowledge among all its adherents, to give 

instruction to all who seek it, and not to confine it, as with the nations of 
antiquity, to a privileged class. But even where this exclusiveness is 
not generally acted upon, the pride of literary men has sometimes the 


effect of confining knowledge within the circle of a few chosen and dis- 


tinguished possessors. Ambitious and imperious men, who occupy the 
seats of learning, are at times desirous of keeping the multitude in 
ignorance, in order to shine more prodigiously, to be looked up to as 
an oracle, and to be admired. But the existence of the synagogue rests 
upon the eminent knowledge and the great wisdom of its teachers. 
The greater, therefore, the number of those who are admitted into the 
republic of letters, the greater will be the number of teachers, and the 
more distinguished will they shine. It is the office of the synagogue 
to promote learning and the study of the law, and every one who is 
anxious to learn,,might be able to find instruction. The Talmud records 
a controversy carried on between the disciples of Shamai and Hiilel. 
The former maintain, that the Torah (law) should be taught only to the 
student who is worthy, meek, pure and pious 3¥ non); 
the disciples of Hillel, however assert: Let every one be taught—hundred, 
out of which number ten may turn out scholars; ten—perhaps two will 
shine lights of the law, for it cannot be known who. may be the gifted 
ones. One day, when that great teacher in Israel, was surrounded by 


And, in fact, the teachers of. | 


| is to shed its Instre on the illustrious 


tion from the people.’’ 


times be imposed on by the worldly-minded. 


tempted betrayed the tempter. 
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his pupils, he enquired whether they were all assembled? He re- 


ceived the answer, Yes. But one observed: All, except ‘‘ the little one,” 
—Let him come then, this “ little one,” rejoined Hillel, “for he will 
become in his time the leader of his contemporaries,” and they brought 
him, Rabbi Jochanan the son of Sachai', Another example illustrative 
of what we have advanced, is related in the Talmud Treat. Berachoth. 
Rabbi Gamliel, invested with the authority as chief, had announced, 
that no pupil, who is not thoroughly qualified, as he ought to be, must 
attend the college. When Rabbi Eliezer, the son of Azariah was made 
chief after him, four hundred seats more were occupied in the college 
than previonsly; some say seven hundred. Rabbi Gamliel, seeing this 
increase of students, felt great compunction. and gave utterance to it in 
the following words :—* perhaps I have withheld the law and instruc- 


be continued.) 


A TALE OF A PROSELYTE; 
| Or, Diamonp cut D1AmonpD. 
A CASE, at which, of course, the profane smile, has just occurred in this 
neighbourhood, showing how good intentions and religious zeal may at 


A gentleman who takes 
more than ordinary interest in the spiritual welfare of the Jewish. race, 


fell in with one of the wanderers from Canaan, and, attracted by his 


sharp eye and black hair, began to angle for a convert, texts being 
thrown at him as tenderly as a fisherman flings his artificial fly before a 


| rising trout. The son of Israel began to nibble, till at interview after 


interview he appeared to be fairly caught ; he listened with an attentive 


| ear and solemn face, and at last the good man proposed that he should 


be formally received into the Christian church, preparatory to his pro- 
ducing him at the next anniversary meeting as a live Jew converted by 
his eloquence. ‘This was agreed to; but first he had some worldly gear 
that encumbered him—a little lot of jewellery, worth £60—that he- 
must convert into cash, to seek a fresh mode of life after embracing — 


his new faith ; and out of pure benevolence, and as some retura for the 


interest taken in his welfare, he offered it to his patron at £40. At 


| first there was some hesitation as to taking advantage of the warm feel- 
ings of the convert—his gratitude appeared to have overcome the 


proverbial discretion of his race ; but at length the work was completed, 


| the £40 was paid, and the stumbling-blook removed. The denowement 


may be easily divined. The jewellery looks delicious by candlelight, 
but its worth, at the utmost, is about £10; and the Jew has fled, 


-unbaptised, either to Duke’s-place or the gold diggings.—Chelmsford © 


[We are no apologists for the conduct pursued by the tempted towards the 
tempter—* diamond cut diamond,” as the whole affair a rs to have been. 
The tempter enticed the tempted to betray and deny his God ; in return the 
But if the Jew knew how to sell a dear 
bargain, the zealous gentleman also knew how to drive a cheap one—40Z,, 
after some hesitation, for Jewellery believed to be worth 601.! Let us whisper — 


| a few words of advice to the zealous gentleman, and such as think, like him, 


that it is their duty to neglect instructing the numbers of non-Israelites who 
prowl about the streets of this modern Babylon, destitute alike of a know- 
ledge of God and of humanity, and devote their time and means to induce’ 
a poor Jew to forsake the God of Israel, of whom even the most ignorant 


among us have a knowledge; let us tell him, that there is not in existence a 


son of Israel, who possesses the least particle of a conscience, who would — 


| forsake the faith of his ancestors. They may hook an unprincipled man, but 


they will never convert an honest Jew.”—Ep. Jew. Chron. | 


~ 


West Lonpon Synacocur, MarGARET Street.—The interest- 


ing ceremony of the confirmation of girls will take place at this syna~ 


gogue, on Tuesday next Syn mown we. The Rev. D. W. Marks 
will, as we hear, officiate on the occasion. | | 


Liverroo.—On the evening of Wednesday, September Ist, the as- 


| sistants of Mr. B. Hyam met to celebrate the opening of his new 


establishment, in Lord Street. They sat down to a splendid supper, 
consisting of all the delicacies of the season. The chair was very ably 
filled by Mr. T. Solomon; the vice by Mr. H. Cohen. After the 


cloth was removed, the usual loyal and other toasts (among which was, 
«Success to the New Building”) were proposed and responded to, and 


the party broke up at an early hour, highly delighted with the entertain- — 
ment that had been provided for them, after spending the evening in 


the most social and agreeable manner. 


Tue Kou-1-noor.—The re-cutting of this gem, which is unique in its 
kind, was finished on Tuesday last; and the expectations of Mr. Fedder,. 
the Jewish artist, who undertook this responsible task, have been fully 
realised ; and the misgivings of the scientifie gentle who questioned — 
the final success, refuted. It is 1 by any other diamond above 
ground in shape, lustre, and beauty. Her Majesty, the Queen, inspected 
the two smaller diamonds before her departure for Balmoral, and 
graciously expressed the high satisfaction she felt at the brilliancy and 
beauty given them by the new process. We anticipate that her satis- 
faction will be heightened on beholding “ the mountain of light,” which 

ladk who gloriously 
and virtue. We are given to understand, that it will be set. either m 
the crown, or form aa” orpament to adorn the Queen. This gem en 
left the hands of the artisans employed for the purpose, they have eae! 
received from the hands of their employer, Mr. Garrard, the Queen's 
Jeweller, @ piece of silver plate, with a model of the Koh-i-noor in the” 


centre, and bearing the following inscription >— 
“ Presented by Mr. Garrard to Me. Pedder (Mr. Voorzanger) 
commemoration of the cutting of the Koh-i-noor. Commenced. 


16th July, and finished the 7th September, 1852" 
Vide section ii. Mishna 10. 
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The Fewish Chronicle. 


Friday, September 10, 5612—1852. 


*.* Correspondents are respectfully informed, that no notice can be taken 
of Communications unless they be PRIVATELY authenticated. 


CONSECRATION OF THE GREAT SYNAGOGUE. 


Own Thursday, the 2nd instant, the consecration of the above synagogue 
took place, after having been closed for several weeks, during which 
time the sacred edifice has undergone a thorough repair and beautifying. 
The synagogue was crowded in all parts; and so great was the desire 
to obtain admission, that for a week previous to the appointed day the 
secretary was literally besieged for tickets, and had the greatest difficulty 
in convincing the applicants that they could not be accommodated 
without subjecting to great inconvenience those members and seat- 
holders who had no right to be incommoded. 


The ceremony commenced a little after 5o’clock, p.m. The Chief Rabbi, 
standing under a crimson velvet canopy, supported by four of the stewards, 
at the entrance of the synagogue, and attended by the wardens and other 
honorary officers, brought the 71N7 “5D (scrolls of the law), twenty-eight in 
number, and splendidly enveloped in their mantles and silver ornaments, the 


_ gifts of pious sons of Israel, exclaimed— 


“ Open unto me the gates of righteousness ; I will enter them, and praise 


the Lord !” 


The doors having been opened, the Chief Rabbi and the rest entered in : 
_ procession, with the rolls in their arms ; the first Reader, the Rev. S. Ascher, 


singing— 
Sew apy pone yap np 


_ “ TIow goodly are thy tents, O Jacob! thy tabernacles, O Israel ! 


“ Q Lord! I have ever loved the habitation of thy house, and the dwelling- 
place of thy glory. : ) | 


“ We will come into thy tabernacles, and worship at thy foot-stool.” 
The procession, which was led by Mr.S.L. De Symons, jun., and Mr. Morris 
S. Oppenheim, and followed by eight young gentlemen, viz., Masters Joseph, 
Samuel, Meyers, Cohen, Green, Myers, Alexander, and Cohen, carrying 
baskets of choice flowers, which they strewed before the procession, then 
proceeded towards wpm 7X (the Holy ark), during which the Readers, the 
-Revds. 8S. Ascher and A. L. Green, sang— 
“ Blessed be he who cometh in the name of the Lord; we will bless you 
from the house of the Lord. , | | 
“ Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, into his courts with praise. 
“Come, let us worship and bow down ; let us bend the knee before the 


Lord our Maker. 


“Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with exulting 
” 


‘The procession then made the circuit of the synagogue seven times. 
During each circuit one of the following Psalins was chaunted by the reader 
and choristers: Psalms xxx., xlii., xliii., exxx., c, xxix, The sacred rolls of 
the law having been placed in the ark, the parties composing the procession 
te retired to their seats, during which the reader chaunted the 29th 

salm. 


The prayer on behalf of the Queen and the Royal Family was then read. 


_ A sacred ode of five verses, the composition of the father of the late Rev. 


Solomon Herschell (of ‘blessed memory), was then executed by the readers 


and choir, each verse. concluding with the following response by the choir—_ | 


apy poms 


“ Goodly and blest is Jacob’s dwelling, 
His tents all other tents excelling.” 


The Chief Rabbi, standing in front of the ark, then delivered an eloquent 
sermon, which he closed with appropriate prayers, calling for God's blessings 
on the sacred edifice and its supporters, and on the whole house of Israel. 

After the sermon, evening service was read; and the service concluded 
with the reader, the Rey. S. Ascher, and the choristers chaunting Psalm cl. 


The musical arrangements were under the able management of Mr. J. L. | 


Mombach, the leader of the choir of the Great Synagogue, who presided at 
the “ Melodium” used on the occasion, and which possesses, although in a 
lesser degree, all the attributes of the organ. ‘I'he composition of xan m2 
commenced in E flat, which glided into a solemn strain of a semi-chorus in 
A flat, the solo part having been taken up by the reader, finishing with the 
motivo in full chorus. ‘The Psalms during the circuits were chaunted in 
the usual solemn mode, each finishing with a movement in eight bars. The 
29th Psalm, “ Give unto the Lord,” commenced with an andante movement 
in E flat, b ‘a solo, with spirited responses of the choir, ending in a tranquil 
strain, ‘“* ‘T’he Lord will bless his people with peace.” The Hallelujah, which 
concluded the solemn service, and executed by the full chorus of twenty- 
seven voices, was a splendid composition, and was executed with powerful 
effect ; the intermediate symphonies on the Melodium materially assisting 
in adding its solemn strains to the grand conclusion. 

lhe stewards, who handed the congregation to their seats, etc., and who 


most efficiently performed thei i : 
Nathaniel 2. periorme eir duties, were Messrs. S.L. De Symons, jun., 


Israel Moses, Joseph S. J 
Lionel C, Phillips. 


The syna e was ful] 
solemnity lighted up, which to the splendour and 


ph, David Hyam, Samuel Henry Moses, and 


ohen, M.S. Oppenheim, Lionel Louis Cohen, Eleazer Moses, | 


| 


— 


The company were received under an awning, erected outsid 
gogue, in Duke’s-place ; and the police, who rendered efficient aid in’ th 
preservation of room for the entré of the congregation and general order = 
whose kindness and mildness to the outside sight-seekers were er a 
acknowledged, were under the immediate direction of Mr. Inspector Scott . 


the syna. 


THE BANQUET. 


After the ceremony, a dinner was given by the honorary Officers ip 
the vestry-room of the synagogue. The chair was occupied by Lewis 
Jacobs, Esq., Warden-President, who, for fourteen years, has served the 
congregation with a zeal entitled to every commendation, and which 
deserves to be permanenty testified to; he was supported by the Rev. the 
Chief Rabbi, Mr. 8.-I. Joseph, Vice-President, Mr. Joshua Alexander 
Treasurer, and Mr. Louis Nathan, Overseer. The company consisted 
of the gentlemen of the committee and vestry, the clergy, and other 
officials connected with the synagogue. 


Prayers having been said by the Rev. S. Ascher, the Chairman roso 


to propose the health of Her Majesty the Queen, In so doing he said 
that whether we regarded Her Majesty as one of the brightest ornaments 


of private life, or as the beloved monarch of these realms, she was worth 
of the honour paid to her by her subjects of all denominations. Her 
Majesty had not more loyal subjects than the Jews; and should the 
time ever arrive when their assistance should be required, they would 
be found not only foremost in the ranks as defenders of their queen 
and country, but by their example stimulating others (applause). 

The Chairman then gave the health of Prince Albert, and the rest of 


the Royal Family. Not only as the consort of our beloved Queen has 


this illustrious Prince by his many virtues gained golden opinions, but 
also as the patron of arts and sciences, and of all measures which 


tended to elevate the condition of the people, his Royal Highness had 
| gained the respect and esteem of every Englishman (cheers), | 


said— 


When I state that the toast Iam about to propose, is the health of our respected chief 


The Chairman, in proposing the health of the Rev. the Chief Rabbi, 


Rabbi, I may be excused when I express my inability to do it that justice which is re- 


quired, Having been in office for many years, no one knows more than I do the deep 
anxiety which he feels to carry out efficiently the duties of his sacred office and position, 
I am sure he will avoid being led by those who call out for violent changes which are 
not required by the public voice, and Tam certain that he will, nevertheless, advance 
with the spirit of: the age in carrying out all improvements which it may deem desira)!e 
to effect. | 


The toast was received with great applause. 
The Chief Rabbi, in returning thanks, said— ; 
He was highly sensible of the honor which had been conferred on him, not only by 


the eulogy pronounced by the respected chairman, but by the unanimity with which his 
name had been received by the company. He was sorry that indisposition, from which 


he had not yet recovered, would not permit him to say as much as he desired, He was 


glad to hear that the worthy chairman was aware of the difficulties by which he was 


surrounded, but he would endeavour to fulfil the trust reposed in him. He was happy ~ 


to have the opportunity of congratulating the honorary officers on the efficient discharge 
of the duties in carrying out the restoration of their sacred edifice. The beauty and 
chasteness of its embellishment has-elicited admiration, and met the approval of all who 
viewed it, and reflected credit on all connected with it. His utmost wish was, that they 
might long continue to attend the Synagogue in health and happiness (cheers). 


B.S. Phillips, Esq., said—_ 


He rose both with diffidence and pleasure; diffidence, because he saw so many around 


him who had done suit and service, and therefore were more able to do justice to the 
toast—and pleasure, that one so humble as himself had been selected for the task. The _ 


toast with which he was entrusted, was the health of the gentleman -filling the chair 
(cheers). He was paying that gentleman a just compliment, when he stated that he 
had raised himself from a state of comparative obscurity, to a position of trust and honor 
among his community, and he might be permitted to say he was the only one of his class 


- who has for eleven years filled the office of warden (cheers), A gentleman, Mr, Lewis 


Jacobs, efficiently fills an office formerly held only by the wealthy, with credit to himself, 
honor to his brother officers, and justice to the congregation, He would, therefore, call 
on them to fill bumpers, and join with him in proposing health and long life to our worthy 
and respected chairman (applause). 


Lewis Jacobs, Esq., on rising to return thanks, said— | 

He never felt the want of the powers of speech so much as on that occasion, His 
honourable friend Mr. Phillips, had pointed out what he was pleased to congratulate 
him upon, viz., his having risen from an humble origin, and on his filling the exalted 
position he had the honour to sustain in their congregation. His worthy friend haa 
alluded to his having served office for eleven years, but it was fourteen years since 


he first began to be considered worthy to serve the congregation, and if his having _ 


served them for so Jong a period as fourteen years is to be considered a merit, then it 
was a proof that nothing affecting their welfare and interests had he neglected (cheers). 


He was happy to. say, that aided by the efficient services of the other honorary officers, 


their congregation was in a prosperous state (applause), The worthy Chairman concluded 
with wishing health and happiness to all. | : 


The Chairman again rose, and said— 


He was certain that it was but necessary for him to announce the next toast on the 
list, Baron Lionel de Rothschild, M.P., for it to call forth all that respect and atone 
with which the family of Rothschild is universally regarded (great applanse for severa- 


minutes followed the announcement), Whether we looked on him as the illustrious: 


champion of the Jews in this country, or whether we witnessed the noble exertions he is 
continually making in the cause of charity and humanity, we find Baron Lionel de 
Rothschild and his family stems of the good old tree (applause), The noble efforts oi 
his lady, and of the other ladies of that house, in the cause of charity, and the education 
of the poor, had endeared them to every Jewish heart, as was the general exerome : 

that family to raise our community in the social scale (cheers), Let us convines : 
illustrious champion of our cause, that though it is thought he has received no suppor 

from his brethren, ict us on this occasion show him that we appreciate his services 1 
our behalf, and we hope and pray that his noble, general, and uncstentatious benevc- 
lence, may secure to him and his house a blessed hereafter. 


The applause lasted several minutes, one cheer more having er 
given for the Baron’s family. The plaudits having subsided, Baron ¢¢ 
Rothschild said— 


He felt he did not deserve the flattering manner in which his name, and that of 
family, had been responded to. If he had been, and was enabled to do miore ane 
other, it was because he had been placed by fortune in a position to carry out bis ste 
desires (cheers), None could appreciate more than he meetings like hase fe 
evening. It produces unanimity, It produces kindly feelings between all parties, 4 


enables us all to carry out our duties with zeal and efficiency, The worthy Baron con 
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tinued, and in alluding to our present position, said—“T can assure you, gentleman, that | 


we must exert ourselves, For if we look at home, we find we are still deprived of our 
rights, as freemen ; if we cast our eyes to Germany, we find that our brethren are losing 
all those privileges which were gained in 1848, and if we direct our minds to a country 
not far off, we shall there find indications of a desire to deprive our brethren of their 
present social and political position, it must be apparent that the time has arrived when 
we must all pull together, and shew to the governments that we are in unison in our de- 
‘sire for equality with the rest of our fellow subjects.” He saw around him, on this occas 
sion, many who had assisted him in placing him in the proud position which he occupied 
as representative of the City of London, He availed himself of this occasion to thank 
them, and wished them all health and happiness (applause). 


Z. A. Jessell, Esq., said— 


He had been honoured with the next toast—“ The Honorary Officers.” Mr. B.S. 
Phillips had spoken of the merits of the worthy chairman, and he was quite sure that 
the zeal the honorary officers had displayed, was also deserving of all the encomium 
which could be passed, for they had been most indefatigable in the discharge 
of their various and onerous duties, He would, therefore, without further preface, pro- 


pose the health of Sir Anthouy de Rothschild, Bart., and the honorary officers 


(applause), 
S. I. Joseph, Esq., Warden, said— 


He regretted that in consequence of the illness of Sir Anthony de Rothschild, whom, 
he was happy to say, was fast recovering, it had fallen to his lot to respond to the toast. 
He trusted that during the short time he had had the honor to be in office, he had 
attended to his duties, and had been of some little use. He was happy that the honorary 
officers’ attention to their duties to the consecration had merited their approbation ; certain 
he was that the manner in which the mention of their services had been received, would 
still further stimulate them in the discharge of the important duties entrusted to their 
care (cheers). | 


Sampson Samuel, Esq., in proposing the next toast, said— 


On that occasion he represented a noun of multitude for he had to allude to a number | 


of gentlemen, and who could refuse them their due meed otf praise, knowing as they 
- did the time they have devoted to their multifarious duties. If he were disposed to 
take a gloomy view of the question, he would say that they had exceeded their duty, for 
they had left nothing for the other officers to do. On festivities like that at which they 
were then present, and which so seldom occurred, it was their duty to seize the oppor- 
tunity of testifying their gratitude to gentlemen who so faithfully and zealously performed 
the important duties attached to their office, and if the company believed with him in 


the truth of the sentiments to which he had given utterance, he called on them to fill 


bumpers, and join with him in proposing the health of the gentlemen of the committee, 
joining with the same, the name of their worthy friend, Mr. §. L. de Symons (cheers). 


S. L. De Symons, Esq., responded to the toast, and said— 


His name had been called, and echoed right and left, although he was surrounded by 
many who were his seniors. Mr, de Symons continued in his general happy mood.. We 
have had a splendid ceremony, a splendid day, and now we have a splendid banhquet, 
and he only regretted that he was incompetent to do justice both to the cause which 
called them together that evening, as well to the banquet. He would take that oppor- 


tunity to allude to the vestry, and say that although the committee had not, on all 


occasions, acceded to their wishes, nevertheless, the vestry had often thrown out some: 
valuable hints, which the committee were not slow in appreciating. From the bottom 
of his heart he wished them every happiness, and he could only say, “ Blessed be their 


coming in, and their going out, and may there be peace in Israel, and throughout the 


Chairman next proposed “ The. Gentlemen of the Vestry.” — 


His friend who last addressed them had alluded to the services rendered by the 


vestry, and he could bear witness to the valuable assistance the Committee received 
from that body. Among the vestry, which gives a biennial account of their trust, they 
had a gentleman who held Her Majesty’s commission as a Justice of the Peace, and 
who was also a Deputy Lieutenant. Thus a good action deserved a good reward, and 
therefore they might be proud that one of their body had been considered worthy of 
such distinguished public honours (cheers), The gentleman alluded to had filled the 
office of Warden of the Great Synagogue, which no doubt had prepared that gentleman 
for his other distinguished honours; without further preface he would give Benjamin 
Cohen, Esq., and the gentlemen of the Vestry (cheers.) . a 
Mr. Cohen briefly returned thanks, and said, he thanked them, in 
behalf of the vestry, for the handsome manner in which their services 
had been alluded to, and regretted that an absence of four years had 
lately prevented his attending the vestry so often as he could have 
The Chairman said, they had met for a special purpose, to celebrate 
the re-consecration of the synagogue, and he would therefore propose 
the health of their respected architect, Mr. Wallen, of Gresham-street, 
Mr. Wallen returned thanks. It gave him great pleasure to find he 
had given them satisfaction in the restoration of their splendid syna- 
- gogue; and he was happy to say, that he had received efficient co-ope- 
ration from all parties (cheers). | | 
The Chairman, in proposing the 
said— 


It was a toast which was deserving of their utmost respect, when we consider that 


the Corporation of the City of London were ever foremost in the preservation of the | 


riglits and liberties of their fellow citizens, He was rejoiced he could say that they had 
in the corporation a gentleman belonging to their community, and it must be a source 
of gratiiication to them all to see and experience how much that gentleman, Mr. B.S. 
Phillips, was respected (cheers). It was gratifying to find that when their co-religionists 
were called to fill important public offices, that they side with no party, but only strive 
to further the public good. He would therefore propose the Corporation of the City of 
London, joining with it the name of B, 8, Phillips, Esq. (applause). 

Mr. Phillips said— | 

He was thankful for the polite manner in which the worthy chairman had ailuded to 
his name in connection with the corporation, He could assure them that the corpora- 
tion was the staunch friend and advocate of the liberties of their fellow subjects, and 
were ever to be found ready to aid and assist in every beneficial cause (cheers), As a 
Jew, he was proud of being a member of the corporation, and to hear it said that he 
acted up to his duty. He considered it only right for every Jew to act up to his dutics, 
and thus engage the respect and esteem of all, He was happy to say that he was 
respected in the corporation, but it was not to him because he was Mr. Phillips that the 
respect was shown, but it was to his people whom he represented (cheers). 


The Chairman then gave the healths of the Revs. the Dayanim, who 
on all occasions had done their duty efficiently and faithfully (cheers). 
_ The Rev. B. H. Ascher returned thanks on behalf of the Dayanim, 
and said— 
I thank you in behalf of my worthy colleagues, the Dayanim, for the cordial manner in 
which you have proposed their health, I can assure you, and that without any disguise, 
that the precious moments which we witnessed this day, in drawing near at th close of 


the ycar to our Eternal Father, offering to Him as we read in the weckly lesson, the 
firstlings of our heart and mind, will always remain preserved in the very. core of our 


Corporation of the City of London, 
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| 
hearts as a sacred relic, and remind us all that it is religion which elevates man, that 
it is only through the sacred ports that we can safely enter the place of internal and 
eternal felicity, and that it is not only the luxuries of life that sustain and uphold man, 
3 hg also the word of God which cherishes his mind, elevates his spirit, and prolongs 

1$ 

Gentlemen,—Gratoful as we ought to prove to the Upholder of all, we are likewise 
not to forget to offer our sincere thanks to those who, in their pious zeal, have devoted 
their time and exertions in carrying out their arduous task ; and to those who again 
have assisted their noble-minded colleagues in adorning the sacred building, so as to 
become S3wm> IM Ory> mwN pleasant to the eyes and agreeable to look on, I say, 
we ought to prove thankful to those who have assisted our honourable Wardens, for we 
must acknowledge, that however great our efforts and influence, however fervent our 
works may be to labour in the vineyard of the Lord, our work will nevertheless remain 
il a very narrow compass—our scope of action must: remain very limited, were we to 
depend only upon our own exertions. For as we ought to consider, we do not only 
build for ourselves, but also for our children—and it is not only the house of God 
which is now seen in its full splendour, but there is yet one to bo erected, which let us 
hope will unite every true son of Israel in sincere brotherhood, You have full reason to 
rejoice in the work which you have already accomplished, and let this earnest encourage 
you to achieve that which lies as vet before you, Let us trust that the second house 
will surpass the present one in honour, magnitude, splendour, dignity, and true sanctity. 
I say, true sanctity, for however beautiful the external appearance of the place of 
worship may be, as long as the true spirit of God finds no. place within its walls—all 
the gaudy appearance is of no avail. The ark, though covered from without and 
within with gold, obtained only its true sanctity on account of the tables of stone pre- 
served therein, which were written by the finger of God, legible on both sides—indi- 
cating uniformity of character, It is to be hoped that both the secular and spiritual 
léaders will go hand in hand to raise the glory of God, Assist your spiritual teachers, 


place them in a position to speak candidly, and to act conscientiously, and you are 
sure to see your educationary establishments flourish, your institutions prosper, your 


poor properly relieved, your places of worship well attended, and the character of our 
brethren universally dignified (cheers), 


S. I. Josephs, Esq., proposed the healths of the Readers of the 


Synagogue, the Revds. S. Ascher, M.-H. Myers, and A. L. Green. 


They had been faithfully served by Mr. Ascher and Mr. Myers for 
many years. Mr. Green had been but recently appointed, but he had =~ 
given satisfaction. He had attended the synagogue very frequently — 

during the last two years, and he (Mr. Joseph), had witnessed the Rev. | 


-gentlemen’s efficient discharge of their duties (cheers). 


The Rev. M. H. Myers returned thanks, and said, he was happy to 
find that their attention to their duties had merited their approbation. 
The Rev. A. L. Green also responded to the toast, and in a few brief 


remarks explained how happy he was that during the few months he 
had been in their service, he had nevertheless managed to gain their 


respect and esteem, which, they 
further exertions (cheers), 


The Chairman rose, and requested the company to join with him in 


might rely on, would stimulate him to 


drinking the health of Mr. S. Oppenheim, the Secretary, upon whom | 


devolved the carrying out of the whole of the congregational business. 
He felt pleasure in stating, that Mr. Oppenheim discharged his duties in 


‘a most able and efficient manner, and constantly endeavoured to — 


promote the welfare of the congregation (cheers). 
Mr. Oppenheim returned thanks, and said— 


- This was not the first time that he had had the pleasure of acknowledging the very kind 
manner in which he had been noticed by the honorary officers of the congregation, and 
he found that as time wore on he became more and more interested in its welfare, and 
more and more anxious for its prosperity, This was only the natural result of the long 
connection with it of himself and his family, he believed that he was the only individual 


in this large congregation (with the exception of his worthy relative, the vice-president) 


that could trace a direct line of five generations, who had: rendered to it their hamble— 
services, for by the records of this synagogue he found that his great-grandfather was. 
registered as a free member of it more than one hundred years ago, and his son now had 
the honor of taking part in the proceedings of this day, The duties that devolved upon 
him were at times not of the lightest description; but from the kindness and courcesy of 
the officers and managers, he was greatly aided in performing them, with pleasure and — 
satisfaction, and he begged again to thank them, and every member of the vestry whom 
he had the pleasure of secing around him, for the kindness he had invariably received 
from them, assuring them: that so long as he was blessed with health and energy, he 
would, to the utmost of his power, endeavour to promote the welfare of the congrega- 
tion, and to maintain it in the proud position it so deservedly enjoys (applause), 


Louis Nathan, Esq., Overseer, proposed the healths of Mr. M.S. Op- 
penheim and the Stewards, who had ably discharged their duties that. 
day, in carrying out the arrangements for the consecration of the syna- 
gogue; he thought he could perceive usefulness “ looming in the future’ 
of our prospective officers (cheers). | 

Mr. M.S. Oppenheim, on behalf of his brother stewards, returned 
thanks for the honour which had been conferred upon them; and 
assured the officers that it was the earnest desire of the younger mem- 
bers of the congregation to follow in the footsteps of the founders of 


the congregation, and support a synagogue which the piety of their 


ancestors had established (applause ). | | 
The Chairman proposed the Members of the Synagogue, and said, 
that we ought to be thankful to the bridge which carries us over, and 
which provided the means of carrying on the synagogue. Health and 
long life to them and their families (cheers). 
Mr. Samuel De Symons, jun., returned thanks, and trusted that the 
synagogue would always be governed without the introduction of violent 
reforms or reckless innovations (applause). | | 
sn company, after spending a delightful evening, separated at 11 
o'clock. 
The dinner was supplied, as usual, by Messrs. L. Myers and Son. 


Baron L. pe Rotuscaitp, M.P.—We give a report from the 
Allgemeine Zeitung des Judenthums, in order to give it a flat denial. 
That paper states under the head London, that Baron de Rothschild is 
on the point of resigning his seat, in favour of another Jewish gentle- 
man, whose leisure time would better enable him to further the interest 
of his brethren in the British House of Commons. We need only refer 
to the speech of Baron de Rothschild, delivered at the dinner which 
followed the consecration of the Great Synagogue on Thursday last, to 
give an unqualified contradiction to the report. — ae 
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“that money-getting portion of the great metropolis.” 


RE-OPENING OF THE GREAT SYNAGOGUE. 
To the Editor of The Times.” 


Sir,.—I have perused, with painful interest, in Friday’s “Times,” your 
Reporter's description of the re-opening of the Great Synagogue; and as 
this description will receive a world-wide circulation, and must necessarily 
exercise a vast influence for good or for evil on the minds of the many, 
unable or unwilling to judge for themselves, I feel it as a religious duty, to 
correct the misconceptions, and to remove, or at least to expose, the strange 
hallucinations under which your Reporter must have laboured at the time. 

Objection appears to be taken to the site chosen for the temple of God's 
worship ; as though, for such purpose, any site were objectionable. However, 


before commenting on the objections I will describe its locality. The Great | 


Synagogue is situated in Duke-street, in a direct line from Aldgate. Adjoin- 
ing the Synagogue is St. James’ Church ; and in its immediate locality are 
the Churches of St. Botolph, Aldgate, St. Katherine’s Cree, St. Botolph, 
Bishopsgate, the Friends’ Meeting-house in Hounsditch, with many other 
places of religious worship contiguous. Did it strike your Reporter, that 
while commenting on the site of the Great Synagogue, he was passing grave 
judgment on all places of Christian religious worship in the same locality ; 
and does he indeed condemn all God's houses in plebeian districts ? Pious 
Christian! I can faney your Reporter an attendant at some fashionable 
church in Belgravia, or at St. George’s in the West. How his notions of 
decorum would be outraged to see a St. Paul, the lowly fisherman, ascend 
the pulpit, and preach against perfumed Christianity. Some men have 
strange antipathies ; perhaps your Reporter has a mortal horror against all 


houses of religious worship this side of Temple Bar. If so, I can account 
for his extreme fastidiousness as to the locality of the Great Synagogue, 


Duke’s-place. It is matter of notoriety, that the’ Jewry to which your 


Reporter refers, was indeed the “hard place” of the Jews; the Ghetto, 


which a Christian government, in those days of hatred and scorn, prescribed 


for the Jewish quarter. What. though its limits were narrow, and its ar — 
pestilential? ‘hat was matter of little concern to the then existing legislature | 


—a few more of this hunted and persecuted race died, and their wrongs and 


their sufferings found little sympathy from the Christians of those days. 


There have been Howards, who ministered to the miseries of all creeds, but 


none for the maligned Jew. 


Your Reporter could not forego the opportunity without indulging in the 
melo-dramatic style, quite dla Tussaud. We remarks on this quarter :— 
‘There were but rumours of mysterious horrors, of murdered Christians, 
and unholy rites.” 
Otranto;” and were it not for its malevolence would be below criticism. If 
a popular journalist at the present day, whose hallowed mission it is to 


remedy social wrongs, and to dispose al! meti to enter into the bond of frater- - 


nity and goodwill, did but reflect how strangely and how perversely he 
departs from his sacred trust, when he uses the mighty influeuce of his great 
intelligence to misrepresent a class too often wilfully and maliciously abused, 


he would cease to dip his pen in gall when writing of an ancient race. He _ 


would also take especial care truthfully to inform his mind regarding the 


statements which he erroneously supposes to. be true ; and which, even if | 


true, tend to anything but a wise, wholesome, or benevolent purpose. 


Your Reporter must be keenly sensible how I could retort in retaliation, as — 


to the localities of many Christian temples in this great city. Thus much I 


may say, that we do not let out on hire the cellars beneath the Synagogue for 
wine vaults. The pasquinade of | 


The spirit above is the Spirit Divine, 
But the spirit below is the spirit of wine— 


was not written on our places of worship. Andif an ancient Synagogue is 


- surrounded by the dwellings of the indigent, its vicinage is not polluted, nor 


its dignitaries paid by the ‘hire of the harlot.” | 

Again, I am at a loss to understand your Reporter’s designation of us, as 
Is he offended that 
we rightly interpret ‘the times,” and turn our energies to the. most 
profitable advantage by watching the changes’ in “signs and seasons.” [If 
however, your Reporter has conferred this appellation upon us as a race 


_‘*whom he delighteth to honour,” we thank him for his praise, and we are 


indeed grateful that he understands and appreciates our perseverance and 
our unflinching industry, our steady and fixed purpose— despite of surround- 
ing obstacles, much prejudice and discouragement—to attain to worldly 
competence and honest independence. | bo 

Your Reporter met with an eye-sore in the shape of “old hats,” and 
‘‘worn paletéts.” Distant associations ‘t may,” perhaps, account for that. 
We have, through life, an utter abhorrence of many things that affected us 
in early life. It is indeeda great nuisance to have such matters thrust under 
our very noses. It would certainly have been an act of kindness to have 
removed those objects ef aversion before your Reporter passed : the act may 
have saved painful reminiscences. But the question will present itself to 
every unprejudiced mind, What had the preamble of “The Times’ Reporter 
to do with the re-opening of the Synagogue? Onthe one hand, the War- 
dens, or the Congregation, wishing to show fitting courtesy tothe Editor of. 
‘The Times” newspaper, sent a ticket of invitation to the office of the 
same. Qn the other hand, the Reporter on “The Times,” in return, takes 
the opportunity afforded by a most solemn and religious ceremony, to insult 
them and the Jewish community with sarcasm and misrepresentation. 

The exterior of the Synagogue did not please your Reporter—it was too 


plain. ‘The extreme plainness of the exterior, as contrasted wiih the interior . 


of Jewish Synagogues, represents the religious character of the Jew. It is 
a notable fact, that while the professors of most other creeds make public 
display and parade of their religious tenets, the Jew seldom makes his the 
topic of conversation. This cannot be argued into indifferentism on his part, 
for what nation has ever offered such s-crifices for religious convictions as 
the Jewish? Who can view the Jew of tie middle ages, mark his bent 
frame, branded with misery and shame, cae sport of every scoffer; and at the 
same time judge of the fires that burut within—of his mighty power of 
endurance against a world’s scorn, defiant to the scourge of the oppressor, 
and unsubdued by the mocking horrors of the seducer. 

In speaking of the curtain of the Ark, your Reporter mistook the “ Lions 
of Judah ” supporting the ‘“* Crown of the Law,” for the “ arms of England.” 
He next comments on ‘ the curtain covering the mysteries within.” These 

errors evidently made from a “first visit to a Synagogue.” The only 


3 * The Times of Friday last having, in its report of the consecration of the Great 
Synagogue, given utterance to expressions of scorn and misrepresentations, the 
above refutation was forwarded to that journal, but, with the Z'imes’ usual “ im- 


; wi noel rejected, We therefore, without hesitation, publish it in our columns. 


This phraseology sounds very like the ‘ Castle of 
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inthe Holy of Holies. The like custom is traceable in 


mysteries contained in the ark, are some “ forty sac 
on which are written the word of God, us 
ap hearts, and our neighbours as ourselves.” These were the 
scrolls <i i 
rote at " much reminded your Reporter as looking like « State kettle 
The next slight mistake, is the statement that the Chief Rabbi | 
during the service. The glare of light must have distorted ear 
vision, The Rev. Dr. N. M. Adler, Chief Rabbi, stood, as is his " 
with three exceptions, viz., on the 
ew Year and Atonement, kneeling for : 
in ; g forms no part of our Synagogue 
_ The next matter which offended your pious Reporter, as an irreverenc 
proceeding, was that all the men wore their hats. Why all Chrlstendane i 
aware of aiact so notorious ; and educated Christians know that the a “ 
dates from the Bible. The Jewish high-priest wore his-mitred turban ieee 
the. hig 
hat, worn by the Assyrian priest, of ancient Ninevah. A ie aon 
sculptured remains in the British Museum will enlighten your Reporter ; 
this matter. 
He was next surprised to see the respectability of the Congregation, [t¢ 
seems very evident that your Reporter is an entire stranger to the Jews. and 
their habits, else he would have known that the poorest Jew is respectable in 
appearance. It is seldom that a Jew is seen in that tattered wretched state 
like the poor of other nations ; such extreme of misery being brought about 
most frequently by drunkenness and similar vices ; from which the Jews, ag 
a race, are generally exempt. Your Reporter next describes a portion of the 


_ Congregation ‘all ugly and distorted—the scrubby red hair and whiskers— 


the foul muddy eye—the coarse mouth, full of sensuality and cunning—and 
the rugged passion-carved forehead and cheek.” Softly, Mr. Critic, did the 


thought never once flit across your mind, that the Christian Saviour and_ 


coarse mouth.” 


apostles sprang from the loins of this race, with “foul muddy eye,” and 
I beg to inform your reporter that, however profound he may be in Latin, 


' his Biblical knowledge is very limited. The Rev. the Chief Rabbi, Dr. N. M. 


Adler, with the other gentlemen who bore the sacred scrolls, as well as the ~ 
readers, wore the ‘garment of fringes.” And this garment of Biblical autho- 
rity, your reporter mistook for a white robe. The velvet cap worn by the 
Rev. Dr. Adler, is the German academic cap, of. honourable collegiate dis- 
tinction ; permission to wear the same was granted at the same time with 
his well-earned title of D.D., at his appointment of government inspector to 


| the schools under his Rabbinate, in the kingdom of Hanover. 


The chants in style are as ancient and traditional as said to be. The 


' music, on the occasion, was composed by Mr. J. L. Mombach, choir master _ 


of the svnagogue, and was noticeable for the rich flowing harmony and feel- 


ing of his general compositions. That the choruses sounded like those of | 


the Prophtte or Fuguenots, is not matter of great suprise, Meyerbcer, the 


composer of those ‘‘ wondrous creations,” being also one of that race with | 


the “ foul muddy eye and course mouth.” And those operas, like all great 
Jewish compositions, possess the essential characteristics of the expression 


and grandeur of our traditional national music. 


Exception is then taken to the modern hats of the readers; very strange ! 
the Czar of all the Russians mulcts the Jews for their ancient gear, and “ The 
limes” reporter animadverts on their spirit of change; perhaps he may think 


they should dress in “linen breeches,” like the Aaronites of old. He should | 
} remember that we imitate the temple service in one essential only, and 


is, “earnest prayer,” however “uncouth and growling” our mode may 


appear to him. The reader also comes in for his share of ridicule and 
censure—‘ the nasal snuffling tone.’ ‘Thursday must be a grumbling day 
with the Reporter of “The Times.” I did not notice the irregularities on the 
part of the congregation, of which your reporter makes mention, nor the 
glitter of the gems “which dazzled his eyes,” but ‘did not bewilder his 


brain.” Even the dimmed glass in the windows, placed therein for archi- 


tectural effect, appeared to your reporter as having been employed for the 
purpose of shutting out the gaze of the profane. : | me oy 
In conclusion, I beg to disavow anything like a spirit of anger in this 
letter. I feel very strongly that the report furnished for your columns, is 
not so friendly towards the community, to which I have the honour to 
belong, as I had hoped would have characterised so intelligent a writer. In 
this great and glorious land, the principles of civil and religious liberty are 
universally recognised, if not entirely carried out. Let me then, in common 


with my Jewish brethren, indulge the pleasing hope, that, in the nineteenth 


century, he who worships God in sincerity and truth, whatever be his creed, 


is not a fitting subject for ridicule, reproach, and prejudice. 


I have the honor to be, yours respectfully, | 


London, Sep. 6, 1852. Ss. C. 


LIVERPOOL HEBREWS’ EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION 

AND ENDOWED SCHOOLS. | | | 
On Tuesday, the 31st ultimo, the foundation-stone of the above schools was 
laid. The building will be in the Tudor style of architecture, two stories 


high, and faced with fine patent-bricks and Caen-stone dressings. Fronting 
Hope-place it will extend 66 feet, and to Pilgrim-street 70 feet, and will 


‘contain two school-rooms (capable of accommodating 350 pupils, boys and 


girls), each 24 feet by 28 feet ; a large hall, 64 feet by 24 feet, suitable for 


festivals and public meetings of our body ; apartments for the keeper of the 


schools, committee-rooms, and other offices. | 

The Rev. Dr. Adler, Chief Rabbi, the ministers and readers of both con- 
gregations, the committee, and a large body of our co-religionists, and many 
of our Christian brethren, attended divine service at the Hardman-street 
synagogue, at twelve o’clock. The synagogue was beautifully decorated in 
honour of tke occasion, the chandeliers in the room and front of the gallery 
being gaily decked with evergreens and flowers. Fashionably-dressed ladies 
occupied the gallery and the seats beneath, whilst in the body of the room 
the pupils of the existing school were located—the number on the books at 
the present time being, as we have been informed, forty boys and forty-five 

irls. 

" After the usual afternoon prayers, the Rev. M.S. Oppenheim chaunted the 
127th Psalm. The Rev. Chief Rabbi then offered up the usual prayer for 
the Royal Family, and the Rev. I. Levy recited the 150th Psalm. ie 

The Rev. D. M. Isaacs then ascended the pulpit, and delivered, am th 
breathless attention, the benediction, commencing—“ Yea, the sparrow oe 
found a house, and the swallow a nest for herself where she may place her 
callow young, so I thine altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my sseate 
(Psalm Ixxxiv. 4). And concluding thus:—“ Holy and Righteous, de 
thy benign favours to reward those who, by their contributions, cheer us 
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alleviate our onerous endeavours, and those not of our communion who with 
alacrity have yielded of their store, deign to bless; for are they not also thy 
children ? ave we not one Father —one God—that has created us? 
(isaiah xxix. 23; Mal.ii.10). So may atl prejudices vanish before the radi- 
ance of humanity, and true spirituality hurl down the barriers that separate 
thy children from thy gracious paternity. Great and inexpressibly Benefi- 


cent! grant thine invigorating Spirit to the revered guides of thy people ; | 


when enunciating heaven-born truths, be with them; endow them, that their 
words may not return void, but accomplish what thou designest. On him 
who is this day privileged to lay ‘ a precious corner-stone, a sure foundation 
for our Zion,’ may thy paternal blessing devolve. May the sanctifying 
reminiscences of this sacred occusion cheer his life’s decline, and never-ending 
felicity be his recompense. 


“ Be it thy gracious will to protect, shield, and shelter our beloved Queen, | 


her Royal Consort, the Princes and Princesses. O preserve the precincts of 
her dwelling from the casualties of danger. Shed thine abundant peace on 
the cities and happy hamlets of this heaven-favoured land. Let dissonance 


of party-strife cease. QO approximate the time thou hast promised, when |} 


harmony shall generally prevail, when the tear of sorrow shall be wiped 
away, truth springing up from beneath shall attract righteousness from above ; 
the brutified nature itself transmuted, the little child in flowery bands lead 
the lion o’er the enamelled mead ; peace universally swaying shall usher in 
a new-born day, for which we so ardently hope, when despotism shall recede 
before the brilliance in the distant horizon, skies without clouds, life without 
pain, man without sin; knowledge shall then replenish the earth as the 
mighty waters cover the caverns of the deep, the coincidences of joy and 
gratulation fraternise and encircle all. Amen. Selah.” | ; 
- This closed the service, and the committee and officers, with the chief 
rabbi, the ministers, the congregation, and the pupils, then proceeded to the 
site of the new building, where a very considerable crowd had assembled. 
Here Mr. Hay, the architect, and his assistants, had already assembled, and 
every preparation had becn made for the ceremony. ‘The first stone was to 
be laid by Israel Barnard, Esq.; and Mr. Charles Mozley, as chairman of the 
building committee, was entrusted with the task of presenting to him a very 
handsome silver trowel, which had been prepared for the purpose. With 
this elegant ornament in his hand, 
Mr. Mozley then delivered an eloquent address, in which he alluded to tse 
rise and progress of the school, and thus concluded : —“ The advantage of 
the school we possess is this,—that not only does it give strictly religi»us 
and moral education, but it elevates the character of the pupils. It does not 
partake entirely of the character of a free instruction, for by the contributions 
_ which each pupil may bring, they increase the revenue which we get, a0 
they remove from themselves the idea of dependance, by that degree of pride 
and feeling which naturally attaches to all who desire to seek a position for 
themselves. But, independent of that, we afford all those who are unable, 
from circumstances, to give their children an education,—we afford them, in 
every way and in every respect, the same means as those who pay for it. 
There is no distinction of class—all share alike in the same benefits, and all 
who like may attain to the same end (applause). It is my hope, and it is 
the feeling which animates me, that when we have erected the schools which 


_ are to be a resting-place for the children, for giving them that education } 


which all so zealously desire, that we shall receive from all our community 
that support and assistance which is so necessary to its preservation (ap- 


plause). ‘This is not, gentlemen, a question of the day; it is a question of 


living for ever. We are bound to show to those who follow us, that we have 
taken an interest in their welfare ; and I am satisfied that if we give it that 
_ $trenuous support which is necessary to its maintenance, it will carry to a 


future period an edifice which will reflect credit upon ourselves, and be of | 


infinite advantage (applause). I will not, gentlemen, detain you longer at 
this moment. I feel that I am only intruding upon your valuable time. We 
have heard those truths given to us which are so essential to our future wel- 
fare. We shall hear from our honoured chief, who has graced us with his 
presence to-day, that solemn prayer, without which to erect an edifice, is 
tutile. As said by the Psalmist, ‘ Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord,’ 
and sincerely I pray that those whom we are going to instruct, who are to be 
the children of our care, will be taught in that way which will convince the 
communities amongst whom we are, that we adhere to strictly religious, 
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robbed of the Rabbi's presence owing to indisposition, we can congratulate 


him now on honouring us with his presence at this happy moment. I only 
trust that the Almighty may‘bless and s him many years to officiate on 
future oceasions (applause). The board of management have done me the 


honour to deliver to you an address. I will not attempt to describe its pur- — 
port ; it will speak for itself.” Mr. Abraham then read as follows:— 


To the Rev. Dz. Adler, Chief Rabbi of the Jews of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland. Liverpool, 16th day of Elul, 5612. 


Most Rev. Sir,—We, the board of management of the Liverpool Hebrews” Educa- 
tional Institution and Endowed Schools, avail ourselves of this happy opportunity 
to express to you our appreciation of the honour conferred upon us by your 
acceptance of our invitation to be present at the ceremonial of laying the founda- 
tion-stene of our new schools. We fully appreciate the deep interest you have 
ever evinced for the cause of education since your accession to your high office, as 
well as the beneficial results that have followed so good an example, and we are 
greatly impressed by the additional proof of your zeal in the holy cause, that, regard- 
less of your personal convenience, you have this day gratified us by your presence. 

We need scarcely inform you on our own behalf, as well as on that of the Jewish 
community of this town, that our best efforts will be directed to render the build- 
ing, at the foundation of which you have assisted, worthy of the noble purpose to 
which it is destined; and we take our leave of you in the hope that the God of 
Israel will grant you a long and happy life, and that we may, at no distant period, 


| anticipate the renewal of so welcome a visit. 


On behalf of the Board of Management, 
ABRAHAM ABRAHAM, President. 


The Rev. Dr. Adler replied as follows:— 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—I am highly sensible of the honour which you > 


have conferred upon me in tendering this address, and of the kind expressions 
which you have laid down in it. 


delight—that I have been so happy to be amongst you, and to bave taken a share 


in the interesting ceremony. I thank the Almighty that the indisposition from _ 


which I am not quite recovered, has given me strength to be in the midst of you. 
Gentlemen, the laying of the foundation-stone is a happy event. The school, I 
hon< and trust, will embrace many ulterior results; it will, I trust tothe Almighty, 


very near my heart (applause). 


which has been laid to-day. 
fruits of your great exertions (applause). 


In the evening a dinner took place in the large room at the Adelphi Hotel, 
of which about 120 gentlemen partook. The chair being filled by Lewin 
Mozley, Esq., supported by the Rev. Dr. Alder, A. Abram, Esq., President 
of the Institution, etc., ete. | Ses 


' The grace was said by the Rev. M. S. Oppenheim, and the loyal toasts 
were given and responded to with enthusiasm. | 


The chairman, having asked for a flowing bumper, said it afforded him more 
pleasure than he could possibly express, in proposing as a toast the name of 
his honoured and reverend friend, “ Dr. Adler, Chief Rabbi.” When he 
considered the onerous engagements which he had to perform, as their head 
in this country, as having a large congregation in London to attend to, as 


| officiating upon charities, at deaths, marriages, and all the concomitants 


_ which come under the jurisdiction of a Divine of his condition —he thought 


whilst we look for moral, education. In now presenting to you this trowel, | 


it is my earnest hope and fervent prayer that He who brought his people out 
of the wilderness and has protected us to this hour, may bless our undertak- 
ing, and that He may grant to you, sir, years of life to remember the cere- 
mony which you are now about to perform for the benefit of our community, 


and that you may have health,so long as God spares you, to be a comfort to 


those who know you, and a happiness to all the world.” Mr. Mozley then 
read the inscription on’the trowel, and concluded—* May the work of your 
hands be blessed for ever !” eens | | 
The trowel, which was of silver, and a splendid specimen of workmanship, 
- was manufactured by Mr. Mayer. It bore, in a richly-chased lozenge, an 
inscription commemorative of the event, surmounted by Mr. Barned’s coat 
of arms, and on the other side, an engraving of the front elevation of the 
proposed building. A glass jar, containing various coins, the newspapers of 
the day, and a scroll of parchment, was then deposited, and the chief corner 
stone was lowered to its bed. — Mr. Barned having found all “ plumb,” gave 
the stone a few smart workmanlike raps with the hammer, and the operation 
was greeted with loud and continued cheering. | | | 
Mr. Barned, in a voice scarcely to be heard, then addressed the Rev. the 
Chief Rabbi and the company on the importance of that day’s proceedings. 
At the close of which, the children chaunted the 101st Psalm, and the Chief 
Rabbi offered up an appropriate prayer. | 


ADDRESS TO THE REV. DR. ADLER. 


Soon after the conclusion of the ceremony, the committee and other friends 
proceeded to his apartments in the Adelphi Hotel, for the purpose of pre- 
senting to the esteemed Chief Rabbi a congratulatory address. There was 
a highly respectable attendance. ‘The task of presentation was under- 
taken by— 

Mr. A. Abraham, the president of the schools, who rose and said,—‘'I have 


it was beyond pa | they could possibly have looked for —that he should a 


on the previous night have placed himself in an express train, after being 
two days in ill health, to be amongst them that day (applause)—and he 


- would return by four o'clock in the morning to be ready for the resumption 


of his duties at eleven o’clock next day. He said he thought they would 
join him in addressing to their rev. friend a feeling of congratulation upon the 


result of the day, and many thanks to him for the trouble and time which he 


had taken (loud applause). | 
The toast having been duly honoured, 


~The Rev. Dr. Adler rose and expressed his acknowledgments. He congra- 


tulated them, publicly and personally, on the great event which had taken 


place that day, in laying the foundation-stone of a school which would — 
embrace many sacred objects. There was a time when the propriety of | 
establishing schools for the middle and poorer classes was ridiculed. Thank 


God that the time was gone by (applause). It was asked, of what use it was to 
give education to the paor—that it would render them only lazy, proud, and 
disinclined to labour and industry. These were not the results of education, 


but on the contrary, of the want of it and of its application (applause). Edu-_ 
Instruction was a knowledge of useful things, 


cation was not instruction. 
but education was a knowledge of the right use of knowledge (hear, hear). 
Hearing, reading, and writing, were as necessary as limbs to the body or sails 


| to aship, but they were not all. They could not give good and moral con- 


somewhere read an anecdote that Aristotle, at the time of the birth of | 


Alexander, paid his compliments to Philip. Philip’s reply was, I know not 
which is the source of the greatest congratulation to me—the birth of a son, 
or that I have Aristotle to be his tutor. So 1 must apply the anecdote on 
this occasion. I know nothing which affords us greater satisfaction than to 
celebrate the event of to-day, except being honoured by the presence of the 
Chief Rabbi, Dr. Adler (applause). It has been a source of gratification to 
every individual present that, although we were afraid at one time of being 


duct. 


moral training. But it might be asked, was it necessary to champion know- 
ledge to the inhabitants of a town which was renowned for its intellectual 
advancement — was it uecessary to champion knowledge to those who see 
daily how, by the means of science, that mighty power which, as Can- 
ning expressed it, “walks the waters like a giant stemming the tide and 
the tempest,” whojsaw daily how by the tongue of scieuce a question 


asked in the morning in Liverpool, receives its answer from Trieste in — 


the afternoon (loud applause). But there was another prejudice of which 
he must speak. There was a time when the propriety of establishing schools 
for Israelites was doubted. He repeated, thank God, the time was gone by! 
Not alone, even in the darkest times under oppression and calumny—not 
alone was it a law in their communion, that wheresoever twenty-five children 
were found, there must be a school and master. ‘Was not to fear God, to 
love God, the principle of their holy faith? Now who was most adapted to 
love or to fear God? He who know the earth and her produ e who 
knew the wonders by which he was surrounded—he who knew the a 
of orbs which travel the universe, or he who was not? (applause) ut 
believe him that, at all times, secular and religious ects ce not 
hand. They had always been as the head and the heart of i e same child. 
Only the pretending mother could ask to divide them, but the ried cscs 
could never give her assent.(applause). Dr. Adler bree Th — ae 
still another prejudice, that against the education ty a ne Id oe 
be a doubt that schools for girls were necessary, not only for themselves, ° 

for those to whose minds they would have one day to impart the earliest bias, 


the deepes: impression, and the strongest impulse. He (the et) then 
| urged the importance of keeping up educational dry the build was 
erected, and gracefully acknowledged the help afforded by the philanthrop 


ity as that of 
of others not of their persuasion. There was no such charity as th 

—I thout alloy, and stopped the sources of poverty ; know~- 
knowledge ;—it was Wi 


ledge was power, knowledge was * 


~ 


I may say, that I do not deserve the encomiums ~ 
with which you have so loyally filled it; but I must say, that my heart feelsa | 


oe the stepping-stone to the amalgamation of the two synagogues, which lies so — 
Gentlemen, I thank you for the zeal, earnest-_ 
hess, and energy that you have displayed hitherto for the school, the first stone of 
I hope and trust you will witness for along time the 


Now, if a little knowledge was dangerous, no knowledge was more — 
- dangerous still, and even that little danger was only so long as it was without — 
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The Chairman then called for a bumper for the next toast, “ Prosperity to 


the Liverpool Hebrew Educational Institution, and A. Abraham, Esq., Presi- 
dent.” He said, it appeared that the first endowment of the school arose 


from‘the transfer of a sum of money subscribed for a burial ground, which 


had been devoted to the cause. In 1847 rooms were taken for this purpose. 


The debt was cancelled to the extent of 1,100/. Through the good intention 
of a departed relative of the speaker, it was enrolled in Chancery, and brought 
upwards of 50/, per annum. A further sum of money }was endowed by E. 
Joseph, Esq., of Springfield-house, making. in all 75/. for endowment fund. 
They supported their schools by annual subscriptions, He considered that 
it was the duty of every man professing the Jewish creed to endeavour to 
instruct every membér of their creed so as to feel in after life that God had 
not put his curse upon them. He further desired to place upon record the 
sympathy he felt with other sects to whom he applied for pecuniary assist- 
ance, for the kind and generous aid they had given to them. He thought that 
a great change had taken place in public opinion. He hoped it would always 
appear and be believed that the Jew had a heart, and that the paint on the 
outside was only a difference as to the mode of reaching the Throne of Grace. 


He hoped the young men who had listened to him, would endeavour to assist |}. 


other churches, but not to forget their own (cheers). . 
A. Abraham Esq,, on rising, was received with applause, and expressed his 
gratification at the manner in which they had received his name. He said it 


was a source of gratification to him to witness the completion of a scheme of | 


which he had witnessed the commencement; and the education of the young, 
whether by Jew or Christian, would, in his opinion, be the means of removing 
prejudices, whether Jewish or Christian (cheers). “A 

The Chairman then called on the Treasurer to read the report of subscrip- 


tions to the school, which embraced an extensive array of names, including 


many Christians, whose donations were very liberal. _ | 
_ The health of the Mayor and Corporation of Liverpool; of Israel Barned ; 
John Simon ; and S. B. Yates, Esqs., were given and responded to, and the 
company dispersed near midnight.—Abridged from the Local Press. | 


Warsaw, 29th August—Tue CHotera.—Two of the most dis- 
tinguished names in Polish literature have fallen victims to the disease, 


Adrian Krzyzanowski and Felix Beatkowski, both Professors in the 


University of Warsaw. Since the appearance of the epidemic it was 


_ supposed that more than 5,000 persons had died in the hospitals. To | 
convey the dead to the burial-grounds, every kind of vehicle was put in 


requisition—carts, waggon, and britschkas. Parties of sappers were 


ordered to the Powonzker churchyard and the Jewish burial-ground to. 


dig the graves. The pest has raged with peculiar severity among the 
Jews. 
the number of new-made graves; in the night between the 2ist and 
22nd ult. alone, 162 corpses were buried; in those two days together, 


350 died. As on the Sabbath no Jewish burial can take place, all 
_ were deferred till the night; but on the Sunday morning 60 bodies 


still remained unburied, and more were constantly being brought to 
the ground. The help of the military was therefore called in, and the 


interments were obliged to be made without ceremony. The Jewish 
population exclaimed against this profanation of their religion, and to — 
prevent it men of all ranks volunteered for the labour. 


They said that, 
since the earliest ages, each corpse had been washed and buried in a 
separate grave, and they would not allow the ceremony to be omitted, 


or that all the corpses should be thrown into a common trench. By 
the voluntary aid thus afforded by people of all conditions, without dis- 
- tinction of rank or wealth, the required forms were observed, and the 
Jews state that all of their faith have had a separate grave. 


In 15 
days 1,662 Jews were swept away by the disease. Private accounts 
state that the deaths have exceeded the number stated in the official 


-Wesrern SynaGooue, St. ALBAN’s PLace.—We are requested to 
state that the Rev. M. B. Levy, will deliver a lecture in this synagogue | 


on the first day of the new year M27 WN before HDD noan (additional 


service). 


Jews ArpointTEp To Hicu Orrice.—The Gazette, of Friday last, 
contains the appointment of Sir Isaac Lyon Goldsmid, Bart., and Philip — 


Salomons, Esq., as Deputy-Lieutenants to the county of Sussex. 


- Congregation, will, on the first Sunday in November next, elect one. 


In their burial-place, says one account, it was frightful to see 


Savannah, Geo., 5612. 


MARRIED, 
On the Ist of September, by the Rev. Dr. Adler, Mr. H. Moss, of St. Mark’s 


Terrace, Goodman’s Fields, to Miss Alsia Goodman, granddaughter of the late Rev. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Case or THE Wipow Carpoza.—We have received a letter, signed Lazarus Hart, 


of 21, Albert-street, Back-road, Shadwell, containing an account of the treat- 
ment received by the widow of the late David Pass Cardoza, who filled an office 
in the College pertaining to the Portuguese Synagogue, between fifty and sixty 
years. The letter complains, that a spirit of persecution hds been used against 
the poor widow and her daughters, to eject them from the rooms in the build- 
ing belonging to the synagogue which were assigned to the widow, and which 
she and her daughters have inhabited for eleven years. | 
There is, perhaps—and the1e can be no doubt that there is—in the committee 
@ legal right to deprive any inmate of her room on account of misconduct, 
which, on a fair hearing, shall be proved against an offending party. But it 
appears that, in this case, the poor widow never was called before the com- 
mittee, but was ordered to quit her domicile by a notice received from the 
secretary of the synagogue to give up her lodging, which she refused todo. It 
appears that a disagreement on this subject has been going on for months; for 
the case was three months since before the Lord Mayor, who, we hear, decided 
in favour of Mrs. Cardoza. On the 11th ult., the case was broucht before Mr. 
Alderman Finnis at the Guildhall Police Court, Mr. Almosnino being the com- 
plainant. On this occasion Mr, Lewis, of the highly respectable firm of Lewis 
and Lewis, of Ely-place, Holborn, most handsomely attended (without fee) for 
the defendant, Widow Cardoza, when the worthy alderman decided against 
Mr. Almosnino, and referred him to a superior court. One would have thought 
that legal means, at all events, would have been resorted to, if further proceed- 
ings were deemed necessary. This, however, did not suit the rail-road pace 
with which Mr. Almosnino desired to proceed; accordingly, on Thursday last, 


7 men, and on the succeeding day, Friday, eight men (yes, eight valiant men 


against a widow, 77 years of age, and her two daughters!), ent ¢ 
room, and forcibly stripped it of every article of which 
in the open yard. But as if this was not sufficient, on Tuesday last the “ 
dows were taken out, and the poor widow—yes, it is a fact—notwithsta a 
the stormy night of Tuesday last and Wednesday morning, was left ex ar 
the inclemency of the weather, without any bed to sleep upon, and oak oe 
convenience as her poor neighbours dared to accord her. Why, even ae 
criminals are protected against exposure to wind and weather; 
mercy as is shewn to the malefactors in prison is not accorded t 
77 years of age; and we have ourselves heard from one of the 
that they have been threatened, by a messenger from the secretar , that if they 
dare to render her any assistance (and who could refuse, that ‘has the le “ 
huimanity?), they shall be deprived of their monthly allowance: nie 
placed at the entrance of the building in order to prevent her daughters havin 
access to their aged parent. The prohibition to visit the poor widow is “ti 
confined to the family; for we paid the widow a visit on Wednesda » and, on 
retiring, the man set to blockade the place told us candidly, that had he known 
our visit was to the Widow Cardoza, we should have been denied ad 
_ and that if we came again, he would prevent us going to the room. We are 
-Tejoiced to learn that Messrs. Lewis and Lewis have again taken the case in 
hand, and commenced proceedings against Mr. Almosnino for despoiling the 
widow of her property, etc., which cause is appointed to be tried in the Sheriffs? 
Court on Friday next, at 11 o'clock; and we shall not fail to watch the por- 
ceedings in what we may not inaptly term this extraordinary case. We beg ta 
ask the Secretary one question: Why is not the cause (for there is a Cause) of 
all this turmoil inquired into, concerning which there are ugly rumours? 


Convicted 

but even such 
0 the widow of 
poor inmates 


mittance 


‘The Committee of the Great Synagogue 


AY’ ready to contract for about Ninety Tons (more or less) of Best Screened — 
Wallsend Coals, to be delivered in London, at such places and in such 
quantities as they may direct, free of all charges, in the month of October next. 
- Tenders must be sent in on or before Monday, the 20th inst., at 12 o'clock, noon 

_ Address to the Secretary, Great Synagogue Chambers, Duke’s-place, marked 


* Tender for Coals.” | 


| “Notice. 
THE K. K. “ Mikve Israel,” of Savannah, Georgia, being in want of a Hazan and 
| Preacher, the Board of Trustees, by virtue of the power vested in them by the 


The Applicant must be a thorough Hebrew scholar, and have a good knowledge 
of the English language. The best testimonials of his piety, orthodox principles, 


| capacity to deliver discourses or lectures in English, and competency in every 


respect to discharge the duties of his sacred office, will be required. The term of 
service, a probationary one, will be one year; but before the expiration of which, 
should mutual satisfaction prevail, he will be elected for life; with the understand- 
ing, however, that should he become objectionable to two-thirds of the Congrega- 
tion, he will,.on six months’ notice being given, vacate his place, and the like votice 
be given by hi’ if he wishes to retire. | | 


The salary .il be one thousand dollars per annum, independent of perquisites of 


office; the increase of the revenue of the Congregation, and the satisfaction which 
the clerical services of the incumbent may produce, will be the basis of an increase 
of salary. The form of Ritual is that of the Portuguese Minhag. = | 
Letters of application, with the required Testimonials, to be addressed, post- 
JACOB DE LA MOTTA, 


Parnass K. K. “ Mikve Israel,” at Savannah, Georgia. i 


YORK ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 
34, York Road, Lambeth. 
TR, FRAMPTON has the honour to announce, that his Academy will Re-open for 


the Season with a Full-Dress Ball, on Tuesday Evening, Sept. 14th, 1852. A 
Subscription Quadrille party every Tuesday Evening; Season Subscription, £1 11s. 6d, 


|. Private Lessons in every variety of fashionable Dancing at all hours of the day, Schoois 


and Familics attended. The Rooms may be engaged ior Balls, Private Parties, etc., ou 


In the press, and shortly will be published (directly after the Holidays), bound in 


BY ISRAEL ALBU, FROM BERLIN. 


| \ Series of Discourses and Religious Mcditations for Private and Domestic Use, The 


Author, in publishing this work, has made it his particular study to present to the 


clearly defining the duties we owe to Ged and our fellow-men, _ | 
Subscribers’ names will be received by Mr. Solomon, [febrew Bookseller, 
Duke-street, Aldgate ; by Dr. Mensor, Dublin; at the Jewish Chronicle Office, 24, 
Houndsditch ; and by the Author, I. Albu, 27, Bury-street, St. Mary Axe. 

The following Subscribers’ names have been received:— 

| | Number of copies previously announced, 160. 


Mrs. Levy, 1; Henry Harris, Esq., Truro, 1; Jonas Rousseau, Esq., Clifton, As 


Cheaper than ever. | 
KI. VALLENTINE, 
Ss 7, Duke Street, Aldgate, and 23, Stoney Lane, | 
ESPECTFULLY informs the Jewish Public, that he has received a parcel of 
R Choice o7nx Citrons and Green 0:25 Palms, which he is enabled to sell at 
Correct HEBREW AND ENGLISH ALMANACK for 
Two Years is VALLENTINE’S, Price 6d. 


‘The Misses Pyke’s Establishment tor Young 
Ladies, 
52, Great Prescott-street, Goodman's Fields. 


HE MISSES PYKE beg to inform their Friends and the Public in general, that 

studies will be resumed on Monday, October 11th, 1852. ; me 

The Misses Pyke are desirous of forming Winter Evening 

instruction of Young Ladies above 15 years of age in the higher wigan as ot 

tion, with the view of rendering them competent to undertake the ooo 

Governesses, or to adorn a private station. Anyone wishing to join these | 
is requested to communicate, as early as possible, with the Misses Pyke. 


Place, London Wall, 
Printed for the Proprietor, Joseph Mitchell, at the Printing Office, Circus esley, 
by John Wertheimer, of No. 1, Circus Place, London Wall, in 
54, Paternoster-row, and may be had at the Jewish Chronicle Office, <4, York 


City of London; also of G. Levi, 26, London Road, Liverpool ; M. H. Simonson, 4, 
Ducie-bri 


dge, Manchester; and M, Levy, 56, Coleshill-street, we ptember 10, 1852 


and men are 


Jewish public well digested expositions of the principles of our holy faith and of morality, 


Lady Montefiore, 4; Ezckiel Emanuel, Esq., Portsmouth, 1; Emanuel Emanuel, Esq., 
do., 1; Henry M. Emanuel, Esq., do., 1; Nathaniel Levy, Esq., Upper Montague-st., 1; 


¥ 
| 
fe 
| 
4 
| 
| 
4 
é 
4 
q 
> 
f 
“4 
¥ 
a 
p 
| 
rs 
| 
| 
2 
¢ é 
BR 
= 
wm 
> 
~ 
a 


